pray for others ~ request prayers

If you would like the ability via

email to ask others in the parish to ‘ ‘ ] OI-"‘ |
pray for your intentions or if you

would like to be notified via email
when fellow parishioners are

asking for prayers, send an email
to mjprayerchain@gmail.com

BULLETIN SPONSOR AD SPOTS
ARE AVAILABLE
SINGLE SPACE $160 PER YEAR
DOUBLE SPACE $320 PER YEAR
FOUR SPACE $640 PER YEAR

TOY DONATION
LOCATIONS

THE 5™ ANNUAL

to Sts. Mary and John Parish no fees, « 111 I VaS i

no extra cost. Just go to : S 11 ‘ [ & f /|
éJ smile.amazon.com type in, choose ‘ ;

Sts Maty & John Catholic Parish

sponsored by

STERLING ‘ St vith

Accepting Donatmns
ligau, Nov. 21 - Dec. 9, 2022yl

conayn e
SVDP THRIFT STORE
SIX SPACE $960 PER YEAR Walnut Street West Franklin Street

or Vogel Road

SHOP SMILE.AMAZON.COM

Same products, same prices, same
setvices as the Amazon you know.
Shop at smile.amazon.com and they
will donate 0.5% of eligible purchases

for your chatity and start shopping!

amazon

" You shop. Amazon gives.,

It's the time of year to renew your
bulletin sponsor ads

LUCAS OIL CENTER
N. Green River or
W. Lloyd Expressway
DONUT BANK BAKERY
Evansville or
Newburgh

Sts. Mary and John Catholic Parish

post abortion healing ministry
begin to heal

phone: 812-483-7821

CAROUSEL

P]‘()j (efeE raCl]EI | V“Ai‘“‘imw Monroe Ave.
.t ol

a  Evansville, IN
Locally

email: projectrachel@evdio.org Peace starts here GABOUSEL owned

RESTAURANT 812-479-6388

St. Mary Church
613 Cherry Street, Evansville, IN 47713
Office: 812-425-1577 fax: 812-426-1416
STAFF
Fr. Alex Zenthoefet, Pastor

FIBRENEW

Experts in Leather, Plastic & Vinyl Restoration
Owner-Joe Day 812-573-9661
evansville@fibrenew.com Fibrenew.com/Evansville

O KIEFER

REAL ESTATE SERVICES
Office: 812-477-6980 Cell: 812-604-5973

Joe Kiefer - .
Jkiefer@hahnkiefer.com

Riverwalk
COMMUNITIES

Adult Day Services/Assisted Living Facility O: 812-518-9090

visit cur website at
www.riverwalkcommunities org

401 SE 6ch Soreet Evanyilie IN 47713 (812) 4251041

azenthoefer@evdio.org | 812-425-3369 ext. 153
Fr. Eugene Schmitt, Associate Pastor
eschmitt@evdio.otg | 812-425-1577 ext. 205
Deacon Tom Kempf
tkempf@evdio.org | 812-204-4623

Daniel A. Gaffney MBA =
IFINANCIAL ADVISOR ‘/:I/‘\/ :

: 812-457-5145 ONEINDIANA

FINANCIAL GROUP
OnelndianaFinancial.com

: 812-602-6390
d affney(@ onemdnnaﬁmncml com

MICHAEL D. DILEGGE INSURANCE .
Insurance Problems? Call us! ’ Doy
Michael DiLegge ¢ Nick DiLegge ;

(812) 424-4001 q
d.nick@dileggeinsurance.com L= \':j)/'
dileggeinsurance.com  “37 years of service”

901 N. Main St.
Evansville, IN 47711

812.428.3004

RESTAURANT

Italian & American Cuisine

607 N. Main St.

. 2D
Ziemer
(812) 477-1515

Three Convenient
Locations

East: 800 S, Hebron Ave,
Central: 626 First Ave.
North: 6300 First Ave.

Jerry & Daniel Ziemer

Deacon Dennis Russell, Pastoral Associate
drussell@evdio.org | 812-425-1577 ext. 209
Kim Kuehn, Office Manager
kkuehn@evdio.org | 812-425-1577 ext. 210
Randy Baehl, Maintenance/Custodial
rbaehl@evdio.otg | 812-425-1577
Pat Fitzsimmons, Director of Outreach
pfitzsimmons@evdio.otg | 812-425-1577 ext. 225
Lee Griggs Communication and Membership

(812) 4245077
happeandsons.com

Boeke @ blopd Expressway
(812) 476-1936

North (\ Park
Shopping Center
4659 First Ave.
812-428-0005

United Sheet Metal
& Mechanical Inc.

Barry Ray, DDS

f%i !1 .
f Mary Miles, DMD ,
% Joseph King 3
2038 Lincoln Ave. '
(812) 473-1128 B

DrM.[,sbo( www.rayofsmiles.com |

oy

Treats for any occasion!
9 Locations!

lgriggs@evdio.org | 812-425-1577 ext. 207
| Tina Schutte, Music Ditrector
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GROUP

Office Hours: Food Pantry Hours:

| S StateFarm'

Dan Watzlavik  Paul Watzlavik Agency

— | X

19 ]

| : & % \ 1
‘ - Sleep in Heavenly Peace

' 'li V. ‘A \ - 100 Guys Who Care Evansville
I b S 3 - Walking for Dreams
”" e Parishioner
8688 Ruffian Lane, Newburgh, IN
Bus 812.422.1195 Fax 812.853.7302

e Your Local Agent -
- Knights of Columbus

danlel.watzlavik.vaajlg@statefarm.com

JAYA’'S
AUTHENTIC FOODS
7%
N
KOREAN + JAPANESE

CUISINE

Catering, Banquets, Meetings
& Weddings
(can accommodate 250 people)
MON. - THURS, 11-3PM & 5-9PM
FRI - S

AT, i1-3 & 5-10PM
Closed Sunday

119 SE Fourth, Evansville, IN
B812-422-6667

Mon, Tues, Wed, Thurs
9 am-Noon and 1-3 pm

Monday-Friday
8 am- 4 pm

HOME|

SUITES BY MILTON |

Holiday Inn
Express

the Parish Office about
sactamental preparation, to
schedule a Baptism or info
on sacrament schedules.

EVANSVILLE AIRPORT

EVANSVILLE EAST EVANSVILLE EAST

(812) 464-1010
5701 US. 41 North
Hamptoninn.com

(812) 303-1200
7901 E. Walnut St
Home2Suites.com

(812) 303-0050
220 Kirkwood Drive
HIExpress.com

"committed to every guest...every time" |
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Baptism, First Communion, Become Catholic - RCIA

Confirmation Please contact We welcome you and are
here to help answer all those

questions from the call that
God is inviting you to follow.
Contact the Parish Office.
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WEEKEND MASSES

Saturday Mass 4:00 pm | Confession 3:15-3:45 pm
Sunday Mass 10:00 am | Confession 9:15-9:45 am
Sunday Mass 4:00 pm | Confession 3:15-3:45 pm

WEEKDAY MASSES

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday
Adoration 11:00 am | Confession 11:30-11:55 am | Mass 12:05 pm

need to contact the parish
office at least 6 months
prior to their anticipated
Weddmg date.

and vibrant NO J) commun;

wg.']‘-lr,‘;;‘};;-‘ 'vu]}j;!;{:vl“ sacl

Anointing of the Sick

Couples planning to marry  Offered first weekend of

each month after Masses. To
schedule a time for receiving
please contact the Parish
Office.

rament and ':(}}‘r\v,ﬂﬁév‘:




This Week in the Parish
Sunday 12/4 Monday 12/5 Tuesday 12/6 Wednesday 127 Thursday 12/8 Friday 12/9 Saturday 12/10
Second Sunday of|[ Food Pantry Food Pantry Food Pantry Food Pantry
Advent 9am-12 & 1-3 pm | 9am-12 & 1-3 pm | 9am-12 & 1-3 pm | 9am-12 & 1-3 pm
Confession Adoration 11 am | Adoration 11 am Adozration 11 am | Adoration 11 am
9:15-9:45 am Confession Confession Confession Confession
Mass 10am 11:30-11:55 am 11:30-11:55 am 11:30-11:55 am 11:30-11:55 am
Alms/Anointing | Mass 12:05 pm | Mass 12:05 pm Immaculate Mass 12:05 pm Confession
Holy Day Vigil Conception 3:15-3:45 pm
Mass 5:00 pm | Holy Day Mass Mass 4:00 pm
Confession RCIA Class St. Vincent de Paul 12:05 pm
3:15-3:45 pm 6-7 pm Meeting 5:00 pm | Choit 6:30-8pm
Mass 4:00 pm
Third Sunday of Advent Weekly Collection November 19-20; 26-27, 2022
December 11, 2022 Mass Time Collections
First Reading; Is 35:1-6a, 10 Saturday 4 pm $2,223.00 $ 964.00
Second Reading; Jas 5:7-10 Sunday 10:00 am $ 79115 $ 2,821.00
Gospel; Mt 11:2-11 l'l:OO pm $1,45610 § 902.00
Electronic $2780.92 § 422.07
Mass Intentions Office Mail in $1,950.00 §$ 1,065.00
2 ; TOTAL 9,201.07 6,174.07
Sat  12/3 400 pm  Needs and Intentions of the Patish LT g
Sun.  12/4  10:00 am Mike and Patty D@bler : SVDP § 51653 $225.00 Xl e
4:00 pm  Needs and Intentions of the Parish Let us pray...
Mon. 12/5 12:05pm Doris BUSh _ That we as Christian Stewards realize what we do with the
Tues. 12/6  12:05 pm Anna Filbert and Jack Diehl gifts God has given us is our gift back to God.
Wed. 12/7  5:00 pm  Alice Lamping
Thuts 12/8  12:05 pm P and D. Bredenkamp
Fri.  12/9  12:05pm All of Outr Mothers Fr. Alex, Abby and Clare, Emma
Sat.  12/10 4:00 pm  Needs and Intentions of the Parish Majewski, LeeAnn and Mike, Jan
Sun. 12/11 10:00 am Deceased members of Butek and Howell, Patti and Tom Harmon, Ray
Stiplity funiliey Bigge, Sondra Bell, Satah Seivers
400 pm  Jetry Schmitt &8 >
Mon. 12/12 1.2'05Pprn MﬂZ Purdy Bill O’Nan, Sue Mattin, Mary
Tues. 12/13 12:05 pm  Greg Clausheide El.chenberger, Catolyn Stagg, Betty Feller, Anne
Thurs. 12/15 12:05 pm  Chatles and Shitley Kaufman Priestly
Fri. 12/16 12:05 pm Dotis Bush
Sat.  12/17 400 pm  Tom Schlechte Pray for our loved ones in the Military...
Sun. 12/18 10:00 am Needs and Intentions of the Parish LT Jake Mottis, 1st LT Danielle Motris, Andrew Hicks,
MASS INTENTIONS... Please contact Lee Griggs William Russell, Reed Shanks; Air Force Special Agent,
812-425-1577 ext 207 to schedule a Mass intention or you can fill It Nozh Euelsin o, a1 Cof ey Cannon,

out a Mass Intention envelope found in church and drop it in the
Stewardship basket or go to our website,

PRAYER CHAIN... Contact Lee Griggs if you would like to join
the parish Email Prayer Chain or if you have a prayer request.

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL NEWS...

The Tuesday after Thanksgiving presented us with 11
referrals from the District St. Vincent de Paul. We
:'usua]ly have 15, but the call center was closed the last
two days of last week. One of our most rewarding
“neighbors” was a man who had been out of ptison
for 7 months, and had worked very hatd to find a job
(which he was to start the next day) and to live
independently. He had a neatly $300 water bill, and it

combine moneys from a CenterPoint Enetgy grant
with our own funds and paid his bill in full. Out
member who called him to let him know repotted that
upon receiving the news, he was weeping and was vety
grateful. Sts. Maty and John Parish makes all this
possible by its outreach ministties. Thank you for your
support especially in these difficult times. God Bless.

was weighing heavily on him. We were able to |

Church Cleaning for Christmas
Volunteer Church Cleaners will clean the chutch
Wednesday, December 7, 9am-Noon.

All are welcome to come and help.

UWelcome o
Ste. Wary and Yoliw Pariote!!

A “Hello” and a warm “Welcome” to all guests. If you
are new to the area or are looking for a parish home, we
invite you to register here at Sts. Mary and John Parish.
We would love to welcome you as a member of our
patish family. Please contact Lee Griggs 812-425-1577 or
email Lee at lgtriggs@evdio.org;

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS

12/3 Eliezer ‘Mack’ Guivas, Lisa Haralson,
Pauline Kothe, Paul Woerz

12/4 Ralph Zint

12/5 Judy Borst, Clata Jackson, Nicole Whetstine

12/6 Betty Fellet

12/7 Spike Bell, Linda Rogets, Gianna Tretter

1710 St Renmer. HPYBRTHOAY TOYOU

12/10 Sheila Rehner
12/15 Dayanna Baltzell, Chtis Clayton

BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENT FOR THE MESSAGE
Because of a change in printing companies, the print edition
of The Message is now mailed Friday — a day later than
the longstanding schedule. The Message staff encourages
print subscribers to take advantage of the weekly digital
edition, which is provided at no additional charge. If you are a
print subscriber who is not curtently receiving the digital
edition, please email The Message, at message@evdio.otg, and
provide a valid email address. You will teceive a link to the
downloadable digital edition every Thutsday — as part of your
paid subscription.
The Message staff will only use yout email address to provide

the digital link. Email addtesses are not used for any other

. reason. Thank you for supporting The Message —
Southwestern Indiana’s Catholic Community Newspaper.

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION MASSES
Wednesday, December 7, 5:00 pm Holy Day Vigil Mass
Thursday, December 8; 12:05 pm Holy Day Mass

CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday, December 24, 4:00 pm and 10:00 pm
Sunday, December 25, 10:00 am (No Sun. 4 pm Mass)
NEW YEAR MASS SCHEDULE
New Year’s Eve, Saturday, December 31, 4:00 pm
Nativity of the Lord: Mary, the Holy Mothet of God
Sunday, January 1, 2023, 10:00 am and 4 pm Mass

12/14 Donna Laymon
12/17 Henry Lawson

Christmas Flower Memorials
Soon the chutch will be decorated
with beautiful poinsettias in
memory of those who have shared
the joys of the season with us in
the past. Flower memorial
envelopes to remember those who
have died, are available in chutch. Print the name(s) of
your loved ones to remember and your name. Drop
the envelope in the collection basket ot mail to the
patish office; 613 Cherry St. Evansville, IN 47713 by
Monday, December 12. The memorial list will be
posted in the bulletin over Christmas.

¢ Mark'your calendars ™™ :
CHRISTMAS CHURCH DECORATING
: Saturday, December 17 | 8 am - Noon

: All are welcome to help decorate the church for :
: Christmas. Join us on Saturday, December 17
: from 8 am - Noon for our annual

eccvee

Direct Deposit is available for your Stewardship
Donation... Did you know that you can set up Direct
Deposit payments for your stewardship donations.
No more checks to write, no more forgetting
envelopes, no more hassle to have the correct change.
There are several ways to do this so call Kim in the
parish office for the info you need.

ADVENT REFLECTION BOOKS

There are still some ADVENT Reflection books available
in church. Please feel free to take one to accompany you
on your journey to Christmas.

Second Sunday of Advent
Christmas Stewardship

Do you bear good fruit for Jesus? Do you spend time
in prayer or do you waste it with mindless activity?

Do you use your talent to help others or ate you too
busy? Do you use your treasure to support the
Church or do you buy more things that go unused?
Our time, talent and treasure are gifts from God.
What we do with our Stewardship is our gift back to
Him. What gifts are you planning to give to the Lotd
duting this upcoming Christmas season?




GIVE HOPE, SHOW LOVE, SHARE JOY, FIND PEACE

Advent is the time to prepate outselves for Christ’s birth. Jesus asks us to

love one another. He asks us to clothe the naked, feed the hungry and shelter
the homeless. Our parish offers three wonderful ways to follow what Jesus has
asked of us, through our Outreach ministties.

PARISH FOOD PANTRY staffed by wonderful parish volunteers and a very active and faithful
ST. VINCENT DE PAUL MINISTRY. In addition to this we also maintain a
“CHRISTMAS YEAR-ROUND” fund with which we help with needs not met by other ministries.

To prepare for Advent this year perhaps you will consider...

Donating non-perishable food items to our Food Pantry suggestion list below

St. Vincent de Paul donation envelopes found in your envelope box or in the back of church.

Christmas Year-Round fund donations envelopes are available in the back of church

We are very blessed to serve in a parish so active in Outreach. I ask that during this
season you consider donating to these valuable ministries. I ask you to pray for our
volunteers, and if you are able, donate in the envelopes, bring food for the pantry, or
volunteer a bit of your time. Our prayer is for a beautiful ADVENT SEASON for
you and your families. May we continue to answer God’s call to serve.

Your generosity has been a blessing to so many in need... thank you!

boxes of ceteal or oatmeal canned pork and beans
peanut butter creamy package of rice
toothbrushes & toothpaste  dried beans
boxed potatoes package pasta
i . macaroni and cheese large spaghetti sauce (24 oz)
‘Amen, I say to you, whatever you did  _, . .4 fruit I
Jor one of these least brothers of mine,  diy milk canned vegetables
- you dldf or me.” Mt. 25:40 canned tuna dish detergent
jelly individually wrapped toilet
canned applesauce paper
pancake mix and syrup petsonal care items (soap,
tuna helper shampoo, deodorant etc.)
laundry detergent

~—,‘¢—~$Ls Mary and John Parish

Christmas Year Round
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During the season
of Advent, the color
of the vestments
and paraments
change from green
to a dark “royal”
purple to symbolize
preparation, peni-
tence and royalty to
welcome the new
King—Christ the
Lord. Additionally,
we light candles
during the four
weeks of Advent tra-
ditionally represent-
ing faith, hope, joy,
and love. In the
northern hemi-
sphere, the nights
grow longer and
longer until we final-
ly reach the winter
solstice—the long-
est and darkest
night of the year. We
light the candles of
the advent wreath to
remind us that, in
ages past, the world
was in darkness be-
cause Christ, the
light of the world,
had not yet been re-
vealed. Now, as we
light each candle,
we wait in joyful
hope for the coming
of our Savior Jesus
Christ at the close
of this age.

DECEMBER
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The Incarnation Reveals the Eucharist

At this time in her liturgy, Holy Mother Church is asking us to prepare ourselves for the So-
lemnity of the Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ—or Christmas. The Church does this by
means of the season of Advent. The word is Latin from adventus and conveys the sense of a
coming or an approach or an arrival. We are thus being reminded during this season of a
threefold coming: 1) the Lord’s coming at the end of the age, 2) the Lord’s coming at Christ-
mas, and 3) the Lord’s coming to us in Word and Sacrament. All three of these modes have
one unifying theme: the Incarnation. When preparing ourselves for Christmas, our imagination
usually focuses on the story of the nativity and the drama of that first Christmas night when
Mary and Joseph made their way to the stable. We ponder over the birth.of a baby named Je-
sus and the adoration of the shepherds and the ‘mysterious visit of the Magi. Although these
images convey the story of Christmas, they do not express the significance of Christmas. As
miraculous as the events surrounding the birth of Jesus were, ultimately babies are born every-
day. However, the significance of Christmas can be found in the Incarnation.. To truly under-
stand the dogma of the Incarnation, first one must recognize that there ‘exists a plurality of
persons within the Godhead who share the same ousia or divine essence. In other words, the
Father, Son, and.Holy Spirit are consubstantial in that they all take part of the same divine sub-
stance. The Second Person of the Trinity, i.e. the divine Logos (the Word or the pre-incarnate
Christ) being God, always existed and, in the words of one of the early Fathers of the Church,
Origen, “there was never a time when He was not.” Therefore, when the Blessed Virgin Mary
consented to the Father’s plan, announced by the angel saying, “be it done unto me according
to your word,” the Second Person of the Trinity came and took to Himself a human nature
remaining forever undiminished in His Deity and truly human united in the one person (Jesus)
forever. Said differently, When Jesus Christ came into the world, a Person came not just a
nature. The Second Person of the Trinity took on an additional nature, a human nature—He did
not simply dwell in a human person. The result of the union of the two natures is a thean-
thropic person or a God-Man. These two natures, human and divine, are unchangeably, insepa-
rably, unconfusedly united together in something called the hypostatic union. The Greek word
hypostases literally means “to stand underneath” and conveys the idea of an underlying sub-
stance that supports some fundamental reality. Therefore in Christ the underlying substances
of both divinity and humanity support the fundamental reality of a person called Jesus. To sum-
marize, at the incarnation, Jesus added to His eternal God nature (having no beginning or end),
a second everlasting human nature (having a beginning but no end). These two natures were
perfectly united. As we read in the prophecy of Isaiah during this Advent: “Therefore, the Lord
Himself shall give you a sign. Behold a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and His name shall
be called Emmanuel—God with us” (7:14). So, how does the Incarnation relate to the Eucha-
rist? In the Gospel of John we read: “The Jews murmured about Jesus because he said, “l am
the bread that came down from heaven,” and they said, “Is this not Jesus, the son of Joseph?
Do we not know his father and mother! How can he now say, ‘| came down from

heaven’?” (Jn. 6:41-42). The Jews were questioning that Jesus said that He
continued on the back

. St Clare of Assisi

{

“l come, O
Lord, unto Thy |§
sanctuary to
see the life and
food of my

1 ‘came down from Heaven’. Thinlk about what came down from heaven means. Neither you nor |
can say that we came down from heaven. Each one of us knows that we are creatures, we are cre-
‘ \ ated by God through our biological parents, and that from the beginning we are human, we have a

L \\__ human nature. But Jesus did come down from Heaven. He is not a created human being like you or
W Sl |, but from the beginning Jesus is the un-created divine Son of God. For us to believe that Jesus is
| really, truly, and substantially present in the Eucharist, we must determine if we really believe God
| heard the cries of his people, and out of love and desire for us, sent Jesus to share in our humanity?
' Do we really believe that the Second Person of the Trinity came down to earth to save us so that
' we can come to know and love the Father? Do we really believe that Jesus was sent by the Father
|| for the forgiveness of our sins so that we can share fully in God’s divine life and live with Him eter-
' nally in Heaven? If so, then why would it be so difficult to believe that Jesus would be able to “stand
| under” the appearances of bread and wine? If we think about who Jesus is— about all the miracles
| He did, the people He healed, the casting out demons, the raising from the dead—the Son of God.
If we believe that Jesus loves us, and every person, so much that He would do all that for us then, if
we really believe in who He is, then the more important question isn’t how the Eucharist is what it
is, but why? Why wouldn’t Jesus—if we really believe that He is the God-man—then why wouldn’t
He want to give Himself to us in this most special and intimate way"? So, in faith, we have to admit,
not only that God could do what He said, but that also, because of who He is, God would want to!

HENGIEIRL / “The Incarnation Reveals the Eucharist” continued from the front... AN
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soul. As | hope l Thus, our belief in the Incarnation, that the Son of God came down from Heaven to share in our

in Thee. O ,\Q\@\anity is intrinsically tied to our belief in the Eucharist.
’ — - e s =

Lord, inspire
me with that

The life of St. Clare not only

confidence reveals to us her incredible

devotion to the Blessed Sacra-

which brings

ment and her deep trust in the

me to Thy ho-
: Lord’s protection, but it also
ly mountain. demonstrates the power of the
Holy Eucharist. Though she

was feeble and sick, St. Clare

Permit me,
Divine Jesus,
turned away an army and pre-
to come closer

to Thee, that

my whole soul

vented an attack on the mon-
astery in which she lived with
her sisters by holding high the

Life in the Eucharist: St Clare of ssigi

monstrance. As the Saracens
were approaching the con-
vent, Saint Clare took the
monstrance, and going to the
window, faced the direction
from which the invaders
were coming. She raised the
Blessed Sacrament, and upon
this benediction, the Saracens
fled the town and failed to
return. Thus, the town of
Assisi was spared from the

attack. St. Clare’s actions showed
her Faith in the Real Presence
and of her confident trust in
God: that g
Jesus s &

truly pre- g
sent in the &
consecrat-
ed  host fi
and, as

God will be our help and protec-
tion in time of trouble.

may do hom-

age to the
greatness of
Thy majesty
that my
heart...may
acknowledge
thine infinite

love.”

-from the writings of

ENCOUNTERING THE EUCHARIST

Qnoro te Pevote: The Mingling of Water & Wine

If you've paid close attention at Mass, you might have noticed a curious little ritual. During the Offertory, after
the priest prepares the wine, he adds a few little drops of water to the chalice. During the time of Jesus, the wine
used was quite strong and needed to be diluted by water since it was the beverage
| that everyone drank. Remember there wasn’t the water purification systems that

| we have now, so people, for the most part, could only drink water that was mixed
- with wine as a disinfectant. This practice continued in the early Church out of ne-

. cessity. However, a theological meaning was added to this gesture. St. Cyprian of
Carthage (A.D. 250) writes in his epistle about the significance of mixing the water
and wine: “Because Christ bore us all, in that He bore our sins, we see that by the
water, people are signified, while in the wine, indeed, the blood of Christ is shown. And when the water is mixed
with the wine in the cup, the people are made one with Christ, and the multitude of believers is coupled and
joined to Him in whom it believes” (W.A. Jurgens, The Faith of the Early Fathers, Vol. 1, 232). The water can also repre-
ent Jesus’ humanity while the wine stands for His divinity united together in the hypostatic union.
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